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Christmas Lights Spectactular will be lighting up the gardens up until January 26th. 
Enjoy live entainment, and the fantastic Christmas lights display. Tasty Food and     
beverage stalls will be available throughout the event 

Get into the spirit of  Christmas at Morpeth Common– Edward Street with 
“Christmas at the Common” 

Friday 14th December 7pm-10pm 
Three outdoor cinemas with 3 Christmas movies to choose from. 
Great range of  Food to choose from. Bring a chair and picnic rug. 

Did You 

know! 

Bohemian 

Rhapsody by 

Queen is the 

only record to 

get the UK 

Christmas 

Singles Chart 

Number One 

twice, once in 

1975 and 

again in 1991 

What’s on in the Hunter 

Christmas at Hunter Valley Gardens 

Christmas at the Morpeth Common 

“Love the life you live, live the life you love at Signature Gardens” 

Manager’s Report 

Monthly Newsletter 
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“Love the life you live, live the life you love at Signature Gardens” 

Mobile number for 

after hours:  

O488  074 023 

Dec Birthdays 

1st Joyce Nelson  
2nd Tom Bramwell 
4th  Sue Miller 
5th Stuart Hopson 
6th Peter Jones 
6th John Vidler 
6th John Richards 
9th Jean Parsons 
12th Glenn Crouch 
13th Clare Stott 
15th Anne Pickering 
16th Isabel Salisbury 
16th Jillian Lambley 
17th Mick Oakes 
18th Carolyn Pickett 
18th Norm Croft 
19th Helen Ross  
20th Ray Wright 
24th Joan Critchley 
24th Isabel Boorer 
24th Janis Reid  
27th Susan Folpp 
28th Judy Buckley 
28th Rosalyn Brimble  
29th John Davis 

Dear Residents, 
This month will see me finish my time as 
Manager of Signature Gardens Retirement 
Resort. The past 14 months has been a 
most enjoyable time here assisting with 
the growth and expansion of this 
wonderful resort.  I may still see you from 
time to time if required at times to fill in 
for staff on the odd occasion.  
 
With life taking a different pathway, I am 
looking at retiring into the world of travel, 
including some local travel, outback 
caravanning and overseas trips. 
Retirement will also see me being able to 
spend more time with my family and of 
course being able to be more social with 
activities here.  It was not an easy decision 
to make and I will miss working alongside 
my work colleagues and will miss being 
able to assist with residents with their 
needs etc., However, I have to bite the 
bullet and move forward. 
 
I do hope you have your Christmas plans 
all sorted early.  The shops will begin to 
get really busy now, so make sure that you 
shop at the quiet times and take care 
when travelling on the roads. Christmas is 
a time of joy where we attempt to spend 
time with family and loved ones. For 
some people this can also be a time of 
sadness and loneliness so maybe if you are 
able to reach out to anyone you know 
who may be in need and try to spend 
some time with them.  
 
This month we welcome to the resort 
Christine Pinfold (Villa 1127) and Millie 
and Kerry Bruce (Villa 1126). By the end 
of December we hope to welcome 
Laureen Coleman moving into Villa 1149, 
Milan & Balbina Sotola – Villa 1147 and 
Anthony & Jacqueline Sullivan – Villa 
1130.  Wow, the resort is growing with so 
many new faces. 

 There will be a welcome to the new 
resident’s morning tea on Wednesday 
12th December at 10.00am so it would 
be good if are available to make a slice, 
sandwiches or cake and bring along to 
the morning tea and meet the new 
residents. Those in stages 8 and 9 would 
be lovely to see them as well as a lot of 
our long standing residents have not met 
you all. 
 
Just a reminder to all that the 
reception hours are 9.00am to 
5.00pm.  If there is any emergency, 
then please ensure that a medi alert is 
pressed or before 9 am that you dial 
201 which is then transferred to the 
duty manager.  
 
The information session provided by 
Maitland Community Care Services was 
well received by the residents who 
attended. Lots of questions were asked 
and it is advisable for all residents over 
65 to be registered with My Aged Care 
even if you don’t need the service 
immediately. My Aged Care is the main 
entry point to the aged care system in 
Australia. It aims to make it easier for 
older people, their families, and carers to 
access information on ageing and aged 
care, and to have their needs assessed 
and they offer support to find and access 
services. Over the Christmas break why 
not find the time to register if you have 
not already.  
 
Until next month –(yes, I might get to 
write another report for January) -  
Christmas is a special time to enjoy with 
all your loved ones, may your heart and 
home be filled with all of the joys the 
festive season brings. Merry Christmas 
and a wonderful New Year to all!  
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Construction News 

CENTRAL FACILITIES BUILDING – PHASE 3 
  
The extensive renovations are nearly complete with a larger library, new billiard room, 
doctors room, hairdressing salon and speciality built room for our craft residents to use.    
Just a few minor things to do. 
  
Still awaiting the Fire Door for the cinema.  Once this is put on the 39 seat full size 
cinema screen with surround sound and premium class seating will be open. 
  
STAGES 10 AND 11 
  
The first lot of  residents have now moved into stages 10/11 and as most of  you can see 
the construction is still going full steam ahead to meet the deadline of  having the 
balance of  stage 11 all being completed by Christmas. 

Please be mindful whilst around this area and do not enter to have a 
quick  

peep as this is a construction area.   
  
RECREATIONAL SHEDS 
  
Once the chipseal in the parking area has been finalised then the shed will be opened.  
An induction will be organised. 
 
Jo-Anne Dryden 
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On The Green  

Melbourne Cup 
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Reminders 

 When processing direct Payments to our Bank Account please 
make sure that your Name and Villa Number are included in 
the Reference, as we cannot allocate payments without 
knowing who has paid the amount through the bank.  You may 
then be getting reminders showing outstanding amounts. 

 
 When walking around the village please walk on marked footpaths and not on the roads as 

this is  very dangerous especially at night when you may not be seen. 
Central Facilities—It has come to the attention of  Management that the central 
facilities room is not being attended to in the  correct manner. NOTE: after EVERY 
function the tables and chairs are to be replaced in an orderly fashion and the floor 
vacuumed.  When prospective residents view the room it looks untidy at times and this 
is not the image that we want to portray .  

PLEASE HAVE PRIDE AND RESPECT IN THIS WONDERFUL  FACILITY  

NOTICES 

 

 Residents are reminded the speed limit is 10kms. Please remind your 
visitors of  the speed limit. Speeding visitors were noted on occasions.  
 
Residents who have their back lawns mown by the staff  here, please 
ensure that everything is picked up off  your lawn, including your pets 
mess.  

 
Dogs must be on a lead at all times whilst in 
common areas and even on the grass area of  your home- Please 
make sure when walking your dogs that you 
pick up your dogs excrement.  
 
Could all residents please advise the office 
of  any dates that you are going to be away a 
couple of  days before you go.  
 
If  you are in hospital, please advise the 
office as well, or have one of  your family 
members let us know.  
 

This is especially important if  you are a single resident.  We ask 
you to do this as part of  our neighbourhood watch criteria.  
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Recipe of the Month—Three Ingredient Christmas Cake 

  
Ingredients:  
 
 1 kg mixed fruit 
 600mls of  Iced Coffee  ( See Note) 
 2 cups SR Flour 
 
 
Method: 
 
 Place mixed fruit in a large bowl. Add Iced Coffee and mix well. Cover with plastic 

wrap and place in fridge overnight. 
 
 Preheat oven to 160 degrees Celsius (fan forced). Grease and line a 23cm cake tin 

with baking paper and set aside. 
 
 Stir self  raising flour through the  fruit mixture  and pour into the prepared tin. 
 
 Bake for approximately 1 hour (see notes) or until the cake springs back when 

touched in the middle. 
 
Notes: 
 
 This Recipe needs to be started  1 day in advance to allow fruit to soak overnight. 
 
 You can substitute the iced coffee with chocolate milk, fruit juice, black tea or 

ginger ale. 
 
 Check cake after 1 hour to see if  it is cooked. It may need a little longer. 
 
 This cake can be stored in an airtight container at room temperature for up to 3 

weeks. 

 

 

P A G E  9  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chairperson Report 

Firstly, thank you all for your vote of  confidence in the new committee and myself  
you have chosen to lead you in the coming year. Some of  the old committee have 
stayed on in other roles, so for those standing down a very big thank you for a job 
well done. It now remains for us to do our best to serve you the residents of  
Signature Gardens. Please do not hesitate to approach us with any concerns you 
have and we will endeavour to help. 
Melbourne Cup day was well attended and I think all that came along had a fun day. 
We were well fed, entertained with some fun games and it was then on to the cup. 
Winners are Grinners some won, some did not, however ,we are all winners 
when we gather socially and enjoy the company of  others. Thank you to all who 
helped put the day together. 
Next came the fair, what an amazing day. Thanks to Judy Towers and her team. 
Thanks does not seem enough when you see the profit made. At this stage, it would 
appear the total is close to $9400.  What a lovely feeling to be able to hand over 
such a large sum to Harry's House. Well worth all the hard work, even if  on the day 
we wondered. 
Looking forward to our Christmas celebrations together and all the activities 
leading up to it. A very special welcome to all the new residents who have 
joined our family here Signature Gardens recently. I would like to encourage you all 
to join in our various activities. 
I guess when you read the next newsletter Christmas will be done and dusted, so it 
only remains for myself  and the committee to wish everyone the happiest of  
Christmases. 
 
Barb Varley 
Chairperson 



 

 

Our next Competition will be commencing on 20th November, 2018. 
All residents are welcome to come along and join us on Tuesday mornings for  
Ten Pin Bowling at the SuperStrike Bowling Centre across the road. (Just down from Harvey 
Norman).                                                                                                                         
Currently, on average we have 21 to 28 participants each week.  
Does not matter if  you have played before or not! - “Come along and have a go.”                  
Several of  our current Bowlers had never bowled in their lives, and now will not miss a week. 
 

Norm Croft. 
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Signature Strikers 
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The Garden Fair held on Saturday 10th November was a wonderful success. The stalls were very busy 

into the afternoon and the Café was extremely popular. Thankyou to everyone who donated their time to 

make the fair a fun day. 

Thankyou to the management, Kate and Robyn in the office and Dean, Tony and Nathan , the residents 

“Security Team” who did a wonderful job. Also thankyou to small local businesses, family and friends 

for all your support it was greatly appreciated. 

The Total amount raised at the fair was $6729.00 so well done everyone. Fundraising for Harrys House 

would not have been possible without the unwavering support and overwhelming generosity of the 

residents, who have worked tirelessly throughout the year. Thank you to everyone and congratulations, 

you all deserve a pat on the back. The final amount in the bank at this moment is $9452.91, a fantastic 

result. 

Early in 2019 we will arrange a morning tea and invite Samantha Meyn from Harrys House and present 

this wonderful donation which will help families facing tremendous challenges. 

FAIR COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
IMPORTANT: 

Payments to our Bank Account please make sure that your 
Name and Villa Number—Not Your Invoice Number!!!! 
are included in the Reference.  It makes it really hard for our 

accounts department to allocate payments.   
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